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The Journal of the Friends' Historical Society does not 
present itself as a rival of, or as a competitor for public 
favour with any existing publication. The Historical 
Society has been formed for promoting research in a field 
hitherto but imperfectly worked. How much of publi
cation it may be able to undertake is uncertain, and must 
largely depend upon the funds placed at its disposal ; but 
for the present its organ will be a quarterly Journal, inform
ing subscribers of its proceedings, and printing such his
torical data relating to the Society of Friends as may be 
suitable for publication. 

Experience has proved the existence of much historical 
lore, that can hardly be made available for public use 
except through the action of bodies possessing funds other 
than those obtainable from sales in the ordinary channels 
of trade. Historical documents of the highest intrinsic 
value are nevertheless frequently uninteresting and tedious, 
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