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PREFACE

~ The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, one of the most significant mass movements to
have taken place in the People's Republic of China, began in May 1966 and ended in early 1969.
The fuse was ignited on May 16, 1966, when the Central Committee of the CCP issued a circular
calling for criticisem of all bo«tgoolu elements who had infiltrated the Party, the government,
the army, and cultural institutions. On May 25 — in response to this circular -- six students
of the philosophy department of Peking University, joined by Nieh Yian-tzu, a lecturer in the
department and also its Party secretary who later became a leader of the Peking Red Guards, dis-
played the first big-character poster (ta-tsu pac), attacking Lu P'ing, who was the president of
Peking University as well as its Party secretary. Ovo June 1, radio stations began to broadcast
the text of this big-character poster; and on the following day, June 2, the People’s Daily, the
official organ of the CCP, issued a commentary acclaiming the poster and calling it an example
which the entire country should follow.

While the Peking University big-character poster was the first of its kind to appear, the
first properly organized Red Guard group was formed at the end of May 1966 by students of the
middle school attached to Tsinghua University.  Peking University followed suit on June 1, and
soon afterwards many other middle schools, colleges and universities -~ first in the Peking
wmetropolitan area and subsequently throughout the country —— organized their own respective Red
Guard units.

In midsummer the student Red Guards in Peking took to the streets and put up their big-char-
acter posters. No longer content with denouncing the bourgeois reactionaries within their schools,
they now attacked the so-called powerholders led by Liu Shao-ch'i and Teng Heiao-p'ing. However,
it was not until early August that the central authorities of the CCP officially legitimized the
Red Guard movement. It may be safely assumed that the impetus came from none other than Chairman
Mao Tu—tun; On August 5, Mao himself wrote a big-character poster entitled "Bombard the Head-
quarters", in which he praised the May 25th big-character poster ‘which the students had put up in
Peking Dnivnuity and the subsequent commentsry in the People’s Daily as well. On August 8, the
lith Plenum of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party adopted the "Decision of the
CCP Central Committee concerning the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution”. It called the Red
Guards "courageous and daring pathbreakers", and identified their utiligation of big-character
.posters, great debates, exposure and criticism in the attack on the bourgeois powerholders as the
main current of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolutionm.

On August 18 Mao Tse-tung gave a first audience to a group of Red Guards at the T'isnanmen
in Peking and pledged his full support to the movement. Up to late November Mao received eight
further delegations.

During this initial phase of the Cultural Revolution, the Red Guards -- spurred by the en-
dorsement received from the Party and its chairman —— engaged in many radical and often violent
activitiss. Many officials were arrested and beaten; and scenes of downtrodden and humiliated per-
sonages being led through the streets in procession became an all too frequent and familiar sight
at that time. O0l1d customs were abolished, and Party and government orgsnizations deposed.

While these activities because of their violent nature made headlines in the news media
throughout the world, the Red Guard publications were nevertheless the principal weapon used to
attack the bourgeois reactionaries. Begun as handwritten wall posters, they were later developed
into full-fledged properly printed pamphlets, newspapers. and periodicals. These Red Guard publica-
‘tions are the most important documents concerning the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, pro-
viding comprehensive records of China's domestic politics during the turbulent years 1966 through
1968. In their efforts to bring charges against their principal targets, such as Liu Shao-ch'i and
Teng Hsiso-p'ing and their followers in vthc Party, the Red Guards uncovered many facts and documents
which otherwise might never have surfaced. In their newspapers and periodicals and supplementary
as well as special issuss they revealed many extremely valuable documents which often appeared under
such titles as "black materials" (hei-ts’ai lfao) and "criminal history" (tsul shih). Thus, the Red
Guard publications have won recognition as first-hand materials for the study of the Great Proletar-
ian Cultural Revolution.

Generally speaking, Red Guard publications had a short life-span. Published in various local-
ities throughout the country, there is no evidence that any special effort was made by any library
or government agency in China at that time to systematically gather and collect these materials.
Authorities on the subject outside China think it quite possible that nowadays greater quantities
‘of Red Guard publications have been preserved in the Western world and Japan than are available in
the People's Republic of China. It may also be assumed that CCRM's offering of Red Guard publica-
tions is the largest single collection existent anywhere in the world.

This collection consists of more than 10,000 Briginal pages which have been rearranged on al-
most 7,000 pages in this edition. Approximately seventy-five percent of these materials come from



the U.S. Department of State, while the rest were obtained by the ARL Chinese Center from other
sources. In 1967, before the ARL Chinese Center became operative, the State Department released
its holdings in microfilm form to the care of Mr. Eugens Wu, Librarian of the Harvard-Yenching
Library of Harvard University for distribution to the scademic community. When the Center began
to function in May 1968, the State Department proceedsd to release its new holdings directly to
the Center, and the Harvard-Yenching Library turned over the previously received portions. How-
ever, since the original issues wers released on. microfilm over a period of thres years, many
1issues were duplicated throughout the various reels of film, which posed a handicap to proper
bibliographic control. In order to help solve this problem, so as to permit fuller utilization
of the Red Guard publications, the ARL Chinese Canter was asked by a panel on the Cultural Revolu-
tion which was held during the annual meeting of the Association for Asian Studies in Boston in
April 1974 to offer a new edition of all the Red Guard publications, and that for this purpose the
materials be rearranged and released in printed form uthcr than on microfila.

The present offset edition is based on a camera copy which was developed from the uicrotih
edition. The enlarged copies were arranged on standard pages measuring 11" x 16 3/4". Every
effort has been made to render an improved camera copy; still existing imperfections are the
result of original defects in the microfilm editiom. ’

In organizing and rearranging all the available issues of the Red Guard publications, particular
attention was paid to differentiating between the nature of the original publications. Thus, this
new edition is grouped into four categories: (1) newspapers; (2) periodicals; (3) special issues;
(4) miscellaneous (including untitled items); and an appendix featuring a number of issuss of local
newspapers which —- although not published by the i..d Guards ~— shed some more light on the events
of these years.

The table of contents (Volume I) lists in alphabetical order in romanization all newspaper and
periodical titles, while the materials groupsd under "special issues" and "miscellaneous" have been
arranged by subject matter. Also given is publication information, such as title in Chinese, edit-
ing or sponsoring agency or group, both place and date of publication, original issue number, and
original number of pages of each respective issue. The volume division and the page numbers in the
nineteen volumes of text are clearly indicated. ) '

A decade has passed since the end of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, and nny changes
have taken place in the People's Republic of China. Mao Tse-tung and Lin Piso are desd; the "gang
of four" has fallen into disgrace; a seemingly less radical and more pragmatic leadsrship has emerged;
China has once again joined the family of nations; and many of the officials and intellectuals who
had fallen prey to the excesses of the Cultural Revolution have been exonerated and rehabilitated.
But the phenomenon of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution will keep on fascinating researchers;
and the Red Guard publications will continue to be recognized as utcriall of anduring value for the
study of the subject.

Washington, D.C. _ ‘ - P KTu
December 1979 .
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