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| features. So does
Tibetan cul i i i | |
ture. In the ancient time, Tibetans shaped their outlook on nature ‘

|

Since the 8th cen Buddhi
. e tury, Buddhism founded by Sakyamuni had been translated {
and spread in Tibetan areas, which enormously impacted on Tibetan’s spirit and 1
life. Later, Tibetan Buddhism evolved into 8 sects, among which Nyingma School ‘
and Gelug School were new. They valued people’s life and advocated benevolence :

and harmony.

As Je Tsongkhapa, founder of Gelug School, said, “Of all your enlightening

i

deeds, the deeds of your enlightening speech are supreme!” Venerable sages |
authored and annotated many Buddhist classics that constituted a treasure for |

human. Unfortunately, the cultural heritage suffered great loss in the turbulent |

i i i isti ics have been
time, with lots of rare classics ruined overnight. The existing classics |

A n
discovered in temples and libraries, and some are collected by the private or use |
|

. . "

in commerce. In particular, the private-owned Tibetan classics are endangere |
ent years, Institute of the Collection |
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and Preservation of Ancient Tibetan Texts of Sichuan Province has investe

enormous efforts to collect and rescue the ancient Tibetan classics and travelled to

j remote villages and temples in the Tibetan areas. We selected 50 volumes among

} the texts and compiled Rare and Ancient Tibetan Texts Collected in Tibetan

- Regions Series, which covers 714 rare editions on Tantric Buddhism and the

practice methods of the major sects of Tibetan Buddhism. With high values for

° | research and collection, the texts are the original hand-written manuscripts of the

‘ sages. The series presents the various forms of Tibetan characters and embodies
| unique aesthetic values. To represent the original appearance of the texts, we
; photocopied them first. However, some texts were partly lost or photocopied
| unclearly. Though we did the remedial work, we failed to recover them.
Volumes 1~33 includes the classics of Nyingma School, or The Early
| Translated Scriptures of Vajrayana.
In the 8th century, when Tibetan Buddhism spread widely, Buddhist translaio®
- Vairotsana, Sangyé Yesh¢, Namkhé Nyingpo, Gyalwa Chokyang, Kawa Paltsek,

- Nyak Jfianakumara, and Drenpa Yeshé translated The Early Translated Scripi™
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of Vajrayana. As foreign culture was rejected then, the translation was undertaken
secretly and spread narrowly. In the 9th century, in the reign of Trisong Detsen,
Karchak Pangtangmab, the first catalogue of Tibetan Buddhism in Tibetan areas,
were compiled. In the postscript, it was noted that: “The preface was accessible in
other classics.” This suggested that Tantric texts had not been open to the public at
that time.

In the 11th century, Tantric texts were sorted out. Zurchen Shakya Jungne,
one of the “Three Great Gurus”, commenced to collect texts. In his biography, it
was recorded that: “Shakya Jungne, a guru at Samye Chimpu, amassed the earlier
translated texts. He grouped the root 7antra and explanatory Tantra, the primary
texts and their commentaries, the Tantras and their corresponding Sadhanas, and

Sadhanas and ritual manuals. He also taught the practice methods systematically.”

In this sense, Shakya Jungne was considered a master in the Second Spread Era.

In the 12th century, after Guru Nyima Ozer died, Namkha Pel passed down |

his gold-ink collection of The Early Translated Scriptures of Vajrayana. In the
15th century, Gter-chen Ratnaglingpa recollected the texts and wrote a 40-text
edition in black and white gold-ink at the Grushullhungrub Monastery in southern
Tibet, including the sutras Padmasambhava handed down (or Fu Zang, the Sutra-

Collected-in-Mind tradition). In the early 17th century, Zhenpen Dorje made three

hand-written copies of The Early Translated Scriptures of Vajrayana. In the late |

17th century, a Fu Zang School sage Rigdzin Gyurme Dorje used gold-silver ink

to make 23 hand-written copies of The Early Translated Scriptures of Vajrayana. |

In the 18th century, Rigdzin Jigme Lingpa added some texts and compiled a |

25-volume edition of 7} he Early Translated Scrtptures of Vajrayana

gy Gy 7o) Jmaan

In history, there were over 20 editions of The Early Translated Scriptures of
Vajrayana recorded, such as Katok edition from Rigdzin Tsewang Norbu, Tingkye
edition from Tingkye, Palpung edition from Palpung Monastery, and Gonjo

Jastshang Sodlu edition. However, we only collected several editions, including

the wooden-printed edition in Derge Sutra-Printing House, Tsamdrag manuscript |
edition, four hand-written editions in Bhutan, Dinggyé edition (republished |
in India), UK Katok edition, and gzhichen edition. The gzhichen edition was |
complied in the 17th century Katok Monastery, 33 volumes and 423 texts in total, “
in particular de bzhin gshegs pa thams cad kyi dgongs pa khro bo 'dus pa'i rgyud

and other valuable texts. In the postscript, it was noted in a verse:

’dis mtshon dus gsum ’du byas dge tshogs kun
u rgyan lhun ’grub ’brel bar bcas kun gyi
tshogs rdzogs sgrib byang gsang chen lam ’di las

myur du rnam mkhyen sangs rgyas thob par shog

It roughly meant: “The scripture includes all teachings of the three times,
destined by Precious Guru Padmasambhava. Whoever follows the secret methods

of the scripture, can reach the complete enlightenment.” It indicated that the re-

. founder of gzhichen Monastery, Drubwang Namkha Gyatso’s disciple, the 1st

gzhichen lama Lingshok Orgyen Lhundrop, compiled the Katok edition. He also

organized a team to complete many other valuable texts with silver ink, gold

| ink and ordinary ink, such as five copies of Kangyur and Tengyur in gzhichen

monastery 33 texts in the present collection were prov1ded by Khenpo Chime
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Rikzin from Larung Gar Buddhist Academy of Sértar County and photocopied by ‘

some of his fellow monks.

Volumes 34 ~ 41 covers the classics of Sakya School, like Commentaries
on Treasury Valid Cognition by Uyukpa Rigpai Sengge, disciple of Chojé Sakya
Pandita Kiinga Gyeltsen; Commentaries on Guhyasamaja Tantra; Commentaries |
on Abhidharma-samuccaya by Rendawa Zhonnu Lodro; three anthologies of

Panchen Namkha Pelzang, 56 texts; Lamdre by Marchokyi Gyelpo, one of Sakya

Pandita’s disciples; Commentaries on Lamdre by Khar Shakya Drok, disciple of
Drakpa Gyeltsen, 6 texts; Records on Received Transmission by Jamyang Sonam
Wangchuk, the 28th Sakya Trichen; Brgyad khri bzhi stong chos kyi sgra dbyangs

legs par thos pa thub bstan srid mthar gsal ba'i sgron me from jam mgon zhal |
&yi bum bzang and other collection works of venerable gurus, 39 texts; Record |
of Received Teachings and Transmissions, by Kunga Tashi, the 14th Tsechen of ‘
Evam Monastery; and other writings on how to receive teachings from Buddhist
masters and how to practice them. There are 126 Sakya texts.

Volumes 42 ~ 46 involves the classics of Kagyu School, such as 41 Kagyu |
texts on the six Dharmas of Naropa, 36 texts of Dakpo Lharje, 46 texts on the
practice method of Sutra and Tantra by Mikyé Dorje, 20 biographies of Kagyu
masters (Guru Telorbha and Guru Jangchup Senge). There are 143 Kagyu texts.

Volumes 47 ~ 50 comprises the classics of Jonang School, mainly written |
by Chokley Namgyal, disciple of Jonang Kiinkhyen Dolpopa Sherab Gyeltshen.
He used to be the guru of Je Tsongkhapa and many other Tibetan masters. His

Kalachakra Root Tantra and The Pure Light are collected. In the preface of The |

Pure Light, it was stated:

shes ldan mkhas mang dag gis bskul ba'ngor
sde snod gzhung lugs rdo rje theg pa’i tshul
mang thos dri med 'od kyi snang ba can

dge slong dus kyi "khor lo’i rnal "byor pa

chos rgyal phyogs las rnam rgyal gyis sbyar ro

The passage confirmed that Chokley Namgyal (meaning Victory in Al Direction
in Tibetan) authored The Pure Light. Here we would like to express sincere
gratitude to Pelden Gyatso and Jonang Texts Editorial Board who shared wit
21 Jonang texts collected in Lhasa and Zamtang.
We hope the brief introduction to the 50-volume edition proves helpful ty
readers and researchers, culturally and academically.
Institute of the Collection and Preservation of

Ancient Tibetan Texts of Sichuan Province

March 10, 2017





















































































