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COLL%CTIONS OF CORRESPONDENCE AND MANUSCRIPT DOCUMENTS

SR I: Manuscripts
NAME OF COLLECTION: George Howe Collection art nu P

SOURCE:: Gift of Mrs. Walter H. West, Jr. (George Howe's daughter)

SUBJECT: Career of George Howe; American architecture from 1926 to 1955.

DATES COVERED: 1926 - 1955 NUMBER OF ITEMS: 50

STATUS: (check appropriate description)
Cataloged: X Listed: Arrarged: Not organized

CONDITION: (give number of vols., boxes, or shelves)

Bound: Boxed: 1 Stored: e
LOCATION: (Library) Avery CALL-NUMBER Archive. George Howe
Collection,

RESTRICTIONS ON USE Monday through Friday, 9-5 by request
at Reserve Desk.

DESCRIPTION:

The inventory includes manuscripts and correspondence dating from 1926
to 1955, the year of Howe's death, as well as current research documents.

These items illuminate the career of George Howe and topical issues in

American architecture.
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- Wﬂ,// Part VI: Yale University Dept. of Architecture -

Howe as Chairman of
Part VII: Stern correspondence & research material
Part VIII: Miscellaneous material
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New York

1979



GEORGE HOWE COLLECTION

INTRODUCTION

The Geofge Howe Collection was given to the Archive of the Avery
Architectural and Fine Arts Library, Columbia University by his
daughter, Mrs. Walter H. West, Jr. in 1974, The collection dates
from 1926 to 1955, the year of Howe's death, and includes current
research documents. The latter were used in the preparation of the

book, George Howe: Toward a Modern American Architecture (Yale

University Press, 1975) by Robert A. M. Stern, Professor of Archi-
tecture at Columbia University, and later donated by the author to
the library. Photographs have not been cataloged. The inventory
includes manuscripts and correspondence by Howe, and others (where

indicated); numbers preceding entries correspond to file numbers.

Ellen Schwartz



GEORGE HOWE COLLECTION

PART I: MANUSCRIPTS

The entries below are arranged alphabetically by title. All manuscripts
are by Howe unless otherwise indicated. Notes citing "Stern" as authority
refer to the volume: Stern, Robert A, M., George Howe: Toward a Modern
American Architecture (Yale University Press, 1975). See Stern, pp. 253-59
for further listings of writings by Howe.

1. "The’Architect and the Philosopher. A Dialogue by Correspondence by

George Howe, J.M. Hoppin Prof. Emeritus of Architecture, Yale and Paul Weiss,
Professor of Philosophy, Yale." 1953.

2 complete sets of Dialogue; Introduction...j; title sheet; letter.

a) The sequence of the Dialogue is as follows (GH refers to Howe; W refers
to Weiss): May 4(GH), May 7(W), May 25, 28(GH), May 30, June 1(W), June 8(GH),
June 11(W), June 16(GH), June 19(W), June 25(GH), June 29(W).

Individual items are described below, arranged by author in chronological order:

Howe, George

(Manuscripts cited below are corrected by hand)
May 4, 2 p. 2 typescript stencil copies; xerox copy
May 25, 2 p. 2 typescript photostat copies; xerox copy
May 28. 2 typescript[ mimeographed? ] copies
June 8, 2 p. typescript blueprint; photostat copy
June 16, 2 p. typescript blueprint; photostat copy
June 25, 2 p. typescript blueprint; photostat copy

Weiss, Paul
(Mss. cited below are corrected by hand. There exists a typescript
blueprint & photostat copy of each letter.)

May 7, 2 p.

May 30

June 1

June 11

June 19

June 29

b) L Weiss, Paul? ]
"Tntroduction to the Complete Works of Paul Weiss to be Published
in Hebrew." Oct. 5, 3 p. tyrescript stencil copy; xerox copy.

c) [ Howe, Georgel
"Uncompleted Correspondence between a Philosopher and an Architect."
single sheet with handwritten title.

d) Weiss, Paul
Letter to Howe suggesting title, "The Architect and the Philosopher."
Nov. 19th. typescript original; xerox copy. Stemped: "Nov 22 1954"



2. "Architectural Deflation or The Practical and the Aesthetic in Modern
Architecture." New York. Philadelphia. November - 1931. [ n.d.]

5 sets of ms. as follows:

a) typescript original. [6 Jp., i.e. 5 numbered pages plus a page
containing a revised paragraph. Inscribed on t.-p.: "New introductory
paragraph to N.Y.U. talk to be published in ?[sicj 1l c. to Mr. Howe."

b) 3 carbon copies [l with slightly different typed t.-p.1]

c) Xerox copy

According to Stern. (p.254), this was an address delivered before the
Department of Architecture, College of Fine Arts, New York University,

13 Nov. 1931.

Filed,with this speech is the presumably unused original introductory
paragraph alluded to in the inscription quoted above.

For speech "not used at NYU," see: Howe, George, "Speech on the Occasion
of the Award of a Medal to the School of Architecture of New York University
for the best student work submitted during the year 1930-1931 in the Beaux
Arts Institute of Design Competitions." (#40 below)

3. "Architectural Design." [ n.d.1]
2 sets of ms. as follows:
a) typescript carbon copy, & p.
b) xerox copy
Unidentified talk, ca. 1932 (Stern, p.255).

4. "Architecture. Review of the Situation." October 1944. (n.d.)

6 sets of ms.; outline & report as follows:

a) 4 typescript stencil copies, [131 p. (last p. missing from 1 copy]
Inscribed on t.-p. of one copy: "2nd writing for Manual."

b) typescript carbon copy, 4 p. handwritten corrections of introductory
section of article.

c) Holograph drafts of introductory section, 10 p., and of the body of
the article, 11 p.

d) typescript mimeographed copy, 26 p., of outline & report entitled
"Report of the Panel on Architecture" with inscription on outline: "Ist
writing Revised."

5. "Building Technics and the Mathematics of Change in Time." [ n.d.1]

3 cets of ms.; letter as follows:

a) 2 typescript carbon copies, 5 p., one with handwritten corrections.

b) holcgraph ms., 14 p. [plus 2 loose sheets]

c) letter to Mr. F. G. Fassett, Jr., Editcr, The Technology Review, from
Howe's secretary, dated January 2, 1945, typescript copy.

Unpublished review of Fremont Rider's The Scholar and the Future of the
Research Library. This review was intended for publication in the Technology
Review (Stern, p.257).

For probable earlier version, see: Howe, George, "Reflection. Fortress of
Learning. Letter to a Librarian" October 1945. (#35 below)




6. "Contemporary Architecture Compared to the Architecture of the Past."
Fifteenth International Congress of Architects 1939. Report on Theme III. [ n.d.

4 sets of ms. as follows:

a) original typescript, 7 p. Inscribed on p.l: "11/10/39 Final."

b) 2 carbon copies y

C) Xerox copy

All copies stamped: "George Howe. Registered Architect. 516 [ corrected to
1000 J Bulletin Building, Phila."

Speech delivered at Symposium of Contemporary Architecture, Institute of
Fine Arts, New York University, 12 May 1939 (Stern, p.256).

7. "The Development of Metal as a Structural Element in Architecture. The
Aesthetig Aspect." Bicentennial Celebration - University of Pennsylvania
Conference Symposia. Paper read by George Howe, Architect, at Logan Hall,
U. of P. on September 18th, 1940, [ n.d.]

3 sets of ms. as follows:

a) typescript original, 5 p.

b) carbon copy

c) photocopy of article printed in Bicentennial Conference. Studies in Arts
and Architecture (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania, 1941), pp.93-98.
(See publication information inscribed on page opposite p.93)

8. '"De Divina Proportione." Introduction to the Subject. Museum of Modern
Art - Symposium of March 11, 1952, [ n.d.J
typescript original, 8 p.

9. "Encouraging Student Tendencies." 8-31-32,

2 sets of ms. as follows:

a) typescript carbon copy, 1 p.

b) xerox copy

Statement evaluating thesis projects of students at the Princeton School
of Architecture... (Stern, p.255).

10, "A Fair Future to the T-Square Club Journal!" [ n.d. ]
typescript carbon copy, 2 p. Inscription on p.l reads: '"Dec. 1930."
Published in T-Square Club Journal 1 (Dec. 1930), 3.

11. "Functionalism and the Social Ideal." [ n.d.]
typescript corrected carbon copy, 8 p. Imscribed on p.l: "1-11-32";
"1-25-32"; "To be returned & revised copy sent[ ?1+ - Pencil Points[ etc. 1"
This was the draft manuscript for the article published under a slightly
different title, "Functional Aesthetics and the Social Ideal" in Pencil Points
13 (April 1932), 215-18 (Stern, p.255).

12, "A Further Vague Pursuit of Truth in Architecture." [ n.d.]

2 sets of ms. as follows:

a) typescript original, 5 p. handwritten corrections.

b) carbon copy [from another originall without corrections. Inscribed
on p.l: "2nd article for T-Square Club Journal, Feb. 1931."



13. "George Howe of the Firm of Howe & Lescaze, Architects, says." [ n.dg
2 versions of ms. as follows: i
a.l) typescript original, 2 p. handwritten corrections,.
2) 2 carbon copies with corrections incorporated [from another original J.
3) xerox copy f a.2]
b) 2 typescript copies, 2 p. lst paragraph of version [a] omitted &
1st sentence of 2nd paragraph slightly modified.
Undated press release about modern principles of architectural design,
functionalism, Radio City, and PSFS (Philadelphia Saving Fund Societyl,
ca. 1931 (Stern, p.254).

14. "Going In and Coming Out - The Fundamental Architectural Experience."
Address §iven by George Howe, Architect, at the Philadelphia Art Alliance,
on Tuesday Evening, November 21, 1939. [ n.d.1]

2 sets of ms. as follows:

a) typescript original, 12 p. handwritten corrections.,

b) xercx copy

15, "The Importance of Aesthetics." [m.daJ
3 sets of ms.; & note as follows:
a) typescript original, 3 p. Stamped: "Journal of The A.I.A. Nov 9 1944"
b) 2 carbon copies.
c) typescript note which reads: "DISCUSSION - Monthly Meeting Washington
Chapter, A.I.A. Nov. 2, 1944,"

16. 'Y Introduction.] " October 22, 1936.

xerox copy of typescript, 3 p.

For a talk delivered by Frank Lloyd Wright. No indication of place or
occasion (Stern, p.256).

17."Introduction of Mr, George Grove, Secretary of the N.Y. State Housing
Boardy "Address delivered at the Luncheon given by Howe & Lescaze, Architects,
on the Occasion of the Private View of the Exhibition of Modern Architecture
at the Museum of Modern Art, New York, on February 9th, 1932. [ n.d.]

3 sets of ms.; & invitation list as follows:

a) typescript original, 37 p.

b) 2 carbon copies

¢) Invitation list preceded by the heading "Housing Development #322."
typescript carbon copy, 2 p.

18, "Le Corbusier." pin.d.j

6 sets of ms.; & note as follows:

a) 6 typescript carbon copies, 3 p. handwritten corrections.

b) typescript note reads: "This article written in answer to article
'"le Corbusier considers the New York Skyscraper' in the Oct. issue 1939
of Legion D'Honneur Magazine."



19. "Master Plans for Master Politicians" [ by] George Howe, Deputy Commis-
sioner for Design and Construction, Public Buildings Administration. Paper
read at the first meeting of The American Society of Planners and Architects,
New York, January 27, 1945. [ n.d.]

2 sets of ms.; 2 memoranda as follows:

a) typescript original, 10 p.

b) holograph ms., 16 p.

c) Federal Works Agency [Washington] Memorandum to Howe, dated January 3,
1945, typescript original, 1 p.

d) United States Government Office Memorandum from Deputy Commissioner
for Design and Construction, PBA [i.e., Howel, dated June 20, 1945. typescript
carbon copy, 1 p.

Speech is printed in Magazine of Art 39 (Feb. 1946), 66-68; reprinted as
"piani Maestri per i maestri della politica," Metron 25 (1948), 12-15.

20 ""The Meaning of Modernism in Architecture." [n.d.J
2 sets of ms. as follows:
.a) typescript carbon copy, 13 p. Inscribed on p.l: "Revised and abbreviated
version sent to Mr. Butler May 1930."
b) xerox copy
"Proceedings of the 63rd Annual Convention of the A,I.A." (Washington, D.C.,
1930), pp. 25-28. Written 19 May 1930 (Stern, p.253).

21 . "The Meaning of the Arts Today." A paper illustrated by Lantern Slides,
Read at the Fogg Art Museum on December 16, 1941. [n.d.]

typescript original, 11 p.

Published in Magazine of Art 35 (May 1942), 162-67, 190.

22. "Memorials for Mankind." September 1944,
1 set of ms.; & note as follows:
a) typescript carbon copy, 3 p.

b) typed note reads: Article for The Architectural Forum. Written -
September 1944."

Printed in Architectural Forum 82 (May 1945), 123, 4.

23, "Modern Architecture." [n.d.J
2 cets of ms. as follows:

a) typescript carbon copy, 11 p. Inscribed on p.l: "for U.S.A. I (Spring
1930)."

b) photostat of article from USA (Spring, 1930), 19, 20, 23.

24, "Modern Architecture - Its Principles and Advantages." [n.d.]
2 sets of ms. as follows:

a) typescript carbon copy, 8 p. Inscribed on p.l: "WIP RADIO 6/30/32."
b) xerox copy

Talk delivered over WIP Radio, June 30, 1932 (Stern, p.255).



25, "Modern Architecture, the Universal Language. A Synthesis of Economics
and Aesthetics rPhila.j." Speech Delivered at the University Club, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, on December 4th, 1931. rn.d. j
typescript original, 6 p. handwritten corrections. A
For slightly different version, see: Howe, George, '"Modern Architecture,
the Universal Language. A Synthesis of Economics and Aesthetics [Princetonj"
(#25 below).

26, "Modern Architecture, the Universal Language. A Synthesis of Economics
and Aesthetics [Princetonj." Speech delivered at Princeton University,
December 15, 1931. r[n.d.]

3 sets of ms. as follows:

3 typgescript carbon copies, 7 p.

(see also {24 above)

27, "Modern Decoration." Lecture Delivered at The [ Philadelphia jArt
Museum in Fairmount Park April 20, 1929. r[n.d.J

2 sets of ms. as follows:

a) typescript original, 5 p. handwritten corrections.

b) carbon copy. typed correctiomns.

28, "The Modern House - The Architect's Point of View.," Preliminary draft
script of broadcast on WABC Radio, Nov. 18, 1939, as part of the CBS-Museum
of Modern Art series of broadcasts, "What Does Modern Art Mean to You?" [ n.d.]

1l ms.; & memorandum as follows:

a) typescript xerox copy, 3 p.

b) Covering memorandum from Howe to Mr, Mark Smith, C.B.S., and Mr. John
McAndrew, Museum of Modern Art (1 p. typescript xerox copy). Inscription
reads: "Broadcast by G.H. 11/18/39 C.B.S. N.Y. 6:30 Rm. 860 WABC Phila. [ for ]
Museum of Modern Art."

29, "Modernism in School Architecture." [ n.d.]
typescript xerox copy, 4 p. incomplete ms. Typed at top of p.l:
"Written for American School and University, 470 4th Ave NYC."
Published in 1931 (Stern, p.254).

30, "Monuments, Memorials and Modern Design - An Exchange of Letters."
June 1944.

6 sets of ms.; & notes as follows:

a) 4 typescript carbon copies, 10 p.

b) photostat copy

c) holograph ms., dated June 1944, 23 p.

d) 2 small typed notes which read: "Article for the Magazine of Art.
Written - June 1944."

Published in Magazine of Art 37 (Oct. 1944), 202-7.




31. "Moses Turns Pharaoh." [ n.d. ]

typescript corrected original, 4 p.

Article published in T-Square 2 (Feb. 1932), 9. It was written in
response to article appearing in same issue (pp. 6-8) by Frank Lloyd
Wright, "For All May Raise the Flowers Now, For All Have Got the Seed,"
which Howe read before its publication (Stern, p.l42). (See: Wright ms.,
#49 below)

32. "Of Houses and Human Bondage. Reflections on Modern Architecture."
[ ca. 19451

incomplete ms. sections for a book as follows:

a) Fpreword. 5 p. typescript original with handwritten corrections; &
2 carbon copies.

b) Reflection I. September 1945. '"Kitchen Philosophy." 3 p. typescript
original; & 2 carbon copies.

c) Reflection II. October 1945. "Shelter for the Man in the Street."
7 p. typescript original; & 2 carbon copies.

d) Revised versions of pp.6, 7 & 8 of Reflection II. 3 typescript carbon
copies.

e) Chapter II. '"Shelter for the Man in the Street." 5 p. typescript
original.

33. "Opening Address." 1953. Regional Conference - Middle Atlantic District.
American Institute of Architects. October 22, 1953.

typescript photostat copy with handwritten corrections, 10 p. Imnscription
on p.l reads: "re Penn Center."

34. "Organic or Ornamental?" Delivered at The Town Hall Club [ N.Y.1
Friday, Nov. 14, 1930. [ n.d.1
typescript original, 2 p.

35. "Planning Low-Cost Housing." [ ca. 19311
typescript photostat copy, 4 p. Title is inscribed.
Original ms. is on deposit in Museum of Modern Art Library, Vertical File.

36, "Reflection. Fortress of Learning. letter to a Librarian." October 1945,
holograph manuscript, 8 p.
Probably an early version of YBuilding Technics and the Mathematics of
Change in Time" (Stern, p.257). (See #5 above)

37. "The Relation of the Architect to Government' [ by ] George Howe, Deputy

Commissioner for Design and Construction, Public Buildings Administration.

Paper read at the Conference on Architecture with Regard to Professional

Training and Practice, University of Michigan, February 3, 1945. Cn.d.d
14 sets of ms.; & memorandum as follows:



a) typescript original, 10 p.

b) 9 photostat copies

¢) 2 xerox copies each of article printed in Michigan Society of Architects,
Weekly Bulletin 19 (July 31, 1945), 1,3; & (Aug. 7, 1945), 1,3. -

d) Federal Works Agency [Washington] Inter-0ffice Memorandum to Howe,
dated January 24, 1945. typescript original, 1 p.

38, "tRemarks. 1" [n.d.] [Speech delivered at the Training Conference on
Protection of Public Buildings and Property, Protective Construction Unit
of the Supervising Architect's Office, Public Building Administration,
Washington, D.C., Aug. 13, 1942.1]

2 sets of ms.; progress report; memorandum; agenda; & notes as follows:

a) typescript carbon copy, [41 p.

b) [Stenographic transcriptl, 4 p., typescript copye. Inscription reads:
"Stenographic tranmscript. Original of same corrected and transmitted to Mr.
Barber. 8/29/42. GH."

c) Protective Construction Unit. First Progress Report (As of July 159
1942), 7-23-42., 7 p. typescript coOpy. End of report is stamped: "(Signed)
Chas. W. Barber."

d) Memorandum to the Commissioner. July 23, 1942, 1 p. typescript copy.
Memorsndum  is stamped: "(Signed) Chas. W. Barber."

e) Training Conference... Agenda. Monday, August 3, 1942. 4 p. tyrescript
photostat copy. There are 2 versions: one headed "Agenda"; the other with
the word "Agenda" omitted. Some of the scheduled talks are different in the
2 listingse.

£) [Notes for "Remarks"1. Typed on 17 3"x5" sheets.

39, "Report on the Use of the land Facing Independence Mall and Independence
National Historical Park." [n.dd Speech delivered to the Philadelphia
Chapter, A.I.A., 28 March, 1955,

typescript carbon copy, 4 pe

40, "Resistances to Architectural Experiment." [n.d.]

3 sets of ms. as follows:

a) typescript carbon copy, hand-corrected, 6 p. Bears inscription:
"Nov. 5, 193L1."

b) photostat copy

c) xerox copy

Stamped on photocopies: '"Library - The Museum of Modern Art - Received:
fosa

41, "speech on the Occasion of the Award of a Medal to the School of
Architecture of New York University for the best Student Work submitted
during the year 1930-31 in the Beaux Arts Institute of Design Competitions."
[ nede I

2 sets of ms. as follows:

a) typescript original, 4 p. Inscribed on p.l: "Not used at NYU."

b) carbon copy

For speech given on this occasion, see: Howe, George, "Architectural
Deflation or The Practical and the Aesthetic in Modern Architecture"
(#2 above).



42, "Traditionalist Architecture and Integrated Building." Address
Delivered at the Architectural League of New York on March 5, 1940.
Feb. 20, 1940.

2 sets of ms.; 2 draft versions; & note as follows: j

a) typescript original with handwritten corrections, 10 p. Inscription
reads: "Revised 2/28/40."

b) carbon copy

c) Draft [I3: typescript original with handwritten corrections, 8 p.
"1/23/40" is inscribed on p.l.

d) Draft [II 2 typescript carbon copy with handwritten corrections &
uncorrected photostat copy, 7 p. The word "Rewritten" is inscribed across
pages 2, 6 & 7. There are 4 copies of each of the rewritten pages 2, 6 & 7.

e) Note bears the following inscriptions: "This article published in 'The
Octagon® March 1940 vl12 (pp.16-18)" and "The article as published mailed to
G.H. in Wash 5/19/42 at his request."

Address delivered at the opening of the comparative exhibition of work by
conservative and progressive architects, "Versus" (Stern, p.256).

43, " [Untitled talkg " [ca. 19207
typescript carbon copy, 12 p.

44, " Untitled talk. ' Delivered: New York University at the Symposium on
Contemporary Architecture, Institute of Fine Arts, 17 E. 80th St., N.Y.,
on Friday, May 12, 1939. [ n.d.]

2 sets of incomplete manuscript as follows:

a) typescript carbon copy, 7 p.

b) xerox copy

45, " [Untitled talkg " May 25, 1942, Talk delivered before the Pennsylvania
Association of Architects, May 29, 1942,
2 sets of draft ms.; 7 sets of ms.; newspaper article; & memorandum
as follows:
a) draft holograph ms., 6 p.
b) typescript draft carbon copy, hand-corrected, 5-25-42, [ 41 p.
c) 3 typescript carbon copies. May 25, 1942, 5 p. Inscribed on one copy:
"Pa. Assoc. of Archts. 5-29-42,"
d) 4 typescript carbon copies, double-spaced. May 25, 1942, 6 p.
[ P«6 missing from 1 set ]
e) newspaper article containing quotations used in speech. [n.dJ 1 column.
f) Federal Works Agency [ Washington 1. Inter-Office Memorandum to Howe
from M.L. Pamsay, May 26, 1942, typescript, 1 p.

46, 't Untitled talk.g " [ n.dd

2 sets of ms. as follows:

a) typescript original with handwritten corrections, 11 p.

b) carbon copy

Delivered before the students of the Graduate School of Design, Harvard
University, 1954 (Stern, p.259).
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47. "Urban Planning Research Project." [ ca. 1940's]
2 sets of ms. as follows:
a) typescript carbon copy, 17 p.
b) incomplete carbon copy: pp.l, 2, 3, 8, 14 only.

48. "Why I Became a Functionalist." Read before the Symposium of the
Museum of Modern Art, Friday, February 19th, 1932. [ n.d.]

3 sets of ms. as follows:

a) typescript original with handwritten corrections, 5 p.

b) carbon copy with corrections incorporated in text.

c) photostat copy of [bJ. Stamped: "Library. The Museum of Modern Art.
Received: osiolll

49, "Why Then? -- Why Now?" A Talk Delivered on May 15, 1953, at the
Opening of the Exhibition of Philadelphia Architecture in the Nineteenth
Century at the Philadelphia Art Alliance. [ n.d.]

3 sets of ms. as follows:

a) typescript carbon copy, 13 p.

b) photostat copy [from a double-spaced typed originalj, 26 p., including
insert, p.l1l9a.

c) xerox copy, 26 p. (see[ b1 above)

50, Wright, Frank Lloyd, "For All May Raise the Flowers Now, For All Have
Got the Seed." Taliesin [Wisc.], December 31st, 1931.

ms.; & letter as follows:

a) typescript original, 9 p.

Article published in T-Square 2 (Feb. 1932), 6-8. This manuscript,
apparently sent to Howe before its publication, provoked Howe to submit a
reply for publication in the same issue, pending Wright's approval. For
Howe's reply, see: Howe, George, 'Moses Turns Pharaoh" (#30 above). (Stern,
p.142, 142n16, 255)

b) Letter from Wright to Mr. Maxwell Levinson [editor, T-Square Club
Journalj. [Taliesin, Wisc.J] 2 p. typescript photocopy, autographed.
Wright asked Levinson to print his note as "footnote" to Howe's
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