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THE PUBLIC INTEREST LAW FOUNDATION (“PILF”)

PILF is an independent, student-run nonprofit at Columbia
Law School that advocates for the use of legal education in
the public service as a method of enriching the
communities in which we live as well as the careers and
personal lives of law students and lawyers. Each year, PILF
is a significant source of funding for Columbia Law School
students dedicated to working in public interest,
government and nonprofit. Since its inception, PILF has
also contributed more than $1 million in vital assistance to
legal services organizations in New York City and across
the United States through our Community Grants program.
All net proceeds from the Annual Dinner and other
donations will continue supporting summer public interest
tellowships for Columbia Law School students.

THE ANNUAL DINNER

Since 1991, PILF’s Annual Dinner has brought together
Columbia Law School alumni, faculty, students, and New
York-area lawyers to present the Public Interest
Achievement Award to an individual who has made
significant contributions to public interest law. The Annual
Dinner is underwritten by law firms and friends of PILF.
All net proceeds support fellowships for student summer
work and PILF’s Community Grants program.

For more information on PILF, please visit:
www.columbiapilf.org
or send an email to:

pilf@law.columbia.edu



25TH ANNUAL DINNER

PILF is thrilled to honor

Peter Lehner, CLS ’84

Executive Director of the
Natural Resources Defense Council

with its

Public Interest Achievement
Award

for his significant contributions
to the field of public interest law



ABOUT THE HONOREE

Peter Lehner is the Executive
Director of the Natural Resources
Detense Council (NRDC), one of the
nation’s  leading  environmental
advocacy organizations. NRDC’s 450
lawyers, scientists, policy experts, and
other professionals, with the support
of more than 1.5 million members
and activists, tackle the biggest
environmental issues facing the planet

today. Peter helps guide NRDC’s

work to protect communities from
the pollution that threatens our air,
water, and climate, defend wildlife and wild places, revive our
oceans, curb global warming and hasten a clean energy future,
and foster the development of sustainable communities.

Peter served as chief of the Environmental Protection
Bureau of the New York State Attorney General’s office for
eight years. He supervised all environmental litigation by the
state, prosecuted  polluters, defeated many Bush
administration efforts to roll back environmental safeguards,
and developed innovative multi-state strategies for
environmental protection, including cases establishing the
authority of the EPA to limit greenhouse gases from power
plants and leading to new federal rules limiting smog, soot,
and toxic pollution. Previously, Peter created and led the
environmental prosecution unit for New York City, including
a broad effort to protect the city’s harbor and drinking
water.

Peter holds an AB in philosophy and mathematics
from Harvard College and is an honors graduate of Columbia
University Law School, where he taught for many years. He
also has extensive experience in sustainable farming and
green business.



THE PUBLIC INTEREST LAW FOUNDATION
AT COLUMBIA LLAW SCHOOL

25TH ANNUAL DINNER

WELCOME

Daniel Pedraza
PILF President

Ellen P. Chapnick

Dean for Social Justice Initiatives & Lecturer in Law

INTRODUCTION OF THE HONOREE

Peter Strauss

Betts Professor of Law & PILF Faculty Director

Michael B. Gerrard
Apndrew Sabin Professor of Professional Practice

PRESENTATION OF THE PUBLIC INTEREST ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Peter Lehner, ’84

Excecutive Director of the Natural Resonrces Defense Council

CLOSING REMARKS

Jane Spinak
Edward Ross Aranow Clinical Professor of Law & PILLF Faculty Director

Sarah Chen & Stephen Yanni
PILF Annual Dinner Chairs



25TH ANNUAL DINNER

HONORARY COMMITTEE

PILF thanks the members of the honorary committee for
their support

Susan Amron
Mitchell Bernard
Peter Beshar
Sarah Beshar
Ellen Chapnick
Michael Gerrard
Michele Hirshman
Elizabeth Kellner
Dietrich Snell
Jane Spinak

Peter Strauss



PUBLIC INTEREST ACHIEVEMENT AWARD RECIPIENTS

2014-2015: Peter Lehner, Executive Director, Natural Resources Defense
Council

2013-2014: Donald B. Verrilli, Jr., Solicitor General of the United States,
U.S. DOJ

2012-2013: Rachel B. Tiven, Executive Director, Immigration Equality

2011-2012: Reed Brody, Counsel & Spokesperson, Human Rights Watch

2010-2011: Preet Bharara, U.S. Attorney for SDNY, U.S. Department of
Justice

2009-2010: David C. Vladeck, Director, Bureau of Consumer Protection,
US. FTC

2008-2009: Diane Houk, Executive Director, Fair Housing Justice Center

2007-2008: Bill Lann Lee, Shareholder, Lewis, Feinberg, Lee, Renaker &
Jackson, P.C.

2006-2007: Maria Foscarinis, Founder and Executive Director,
National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty

2005-20006: Julie E. Dinnerstein, Deputy Director for Immigration Policy,
New York Immigration Coalition

2004-2005: Nina Perales, Regional Counsel, MALDEF

2003-2004: Louis Lowenstein, Professor, Columbia Law School

2002-2003: Lee Gelernt, Immigrants' Rights Project, ACLU

2001-2002: Nancy Northup, Democracy Program Director,
Brennan Center for Justice at NYU School of Law

2000-2001: Jeffrey Fagan & Jim Liebman, Professors of Law, Columbia
Law School

1999-2000: Lynn Hecht Schafran, NOW Legal Defense and Educational
Fund

1998-1999: Michael Ratner, Center for Constitutional Rights

1997-1998: Eric H. Holder, Jr., Deputy Attorney General, U.S. DO]J

1996-1997: Kristin Booth Glen, Dean, CUNY Law School

1995-1996: Alumni Working at Legal Aid Society & Legal Services
Organizations

1994-1995: Clive Stafford-Smith, Southern Prisoners Defense Committee

1993-1994: Julius Chambers, Director-Counsel, NAACP LDF

1992-1993: Harriet Rabb, Founder, Employment Rights Project

1991-1992: Arthur Kinoy, Civil Rights Activist and Author

1990-1991: Daniel L. Greenberg, Director of Clinical Programs, Harvard
Law School



The Public Interest Law Foundation would like to
thank the following firms, organizations, and
individuals for their generous support

BENEFACTORS CIRCLE ($2,400)
The Natural Resources Defense Council
Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton LLP

Michele Hirschman

JusticE CIRCLE ($1,200)
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Proskauer Rose LLLLP

ADVOCATES CIRCLE ($750)
Simpson, Thacher & Bartlett LLLP
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
WilmerHale LLP
Arnold & Porter LLP

AD SPONSORS
Sive Paget & Riesel, P.C.
O’Melveny & Myers LLP
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Sidley Austin LLP

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
Philip Korsant

SUPPORTERS
BarBri
Peter Lehner and Fritz Beshar
Peter and Sarah Beshar



The Public Interest Law Foundation
thanks the faculty and deans
of Columbia LLaw School for their
generous support

Richard Briffault Madeleine Kurtz
Jessica Bulman-Pozen Carol Liebman
Ellen Chapnick James Liebman
Brett Dignam Lance Liebman
Sheldon Elsen Edward Lloyd
Lee Gelernt Amy McCamphill
Philip Genty David Pozen
Michael Gerrard Paul Radvany
Harvey Goldschmid Barbara Schatz
Michael Graetz Kiran Singh
Anne Green Jane Spinak
Patricia Hennessey Peter Strauss
Olatunde Johnson Susan Sturm

Susan Kraham Mary Zulack



The proud faculty and deans of Columbia
Law School are delighted to support PILF

and to congratulate Peter Lehner '84, its

very worthy honoree

I
Columbia

Law School




THE

NATURAL RESOURCES
DEFENSE COUNCIL

PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE PUBLIC INTEREST
LAW FOUNDATION AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

Congratulations to our
Executive Director,

PETER LEHNER

on being honored with the
Public Interest Achievement Award.

Your work as an environmental advocate
and champion inspires all of us.

All your friends at the
Natural Resources Defense Council

é‘

NRDC



CLEARY
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NEW YORK
WASHINGTON
PARIS
BRUSSELS
LONDON
MOSCOW
FRANKFURT
COLOGNE
ROME

MILAN

HONG KONG
BEHUING
BUENOS AIRES
SAO PAULO
ABU DHABI
SEOUL

proudly supports the
Public Interest
Law Foundation
at Columbia

and shares in honoring

Peter Lehner
Executive Director

of Natural Resources
Defense Council

recipient of the annual
Public Interest
Achievement Award

clearygottlieb.com




SIVE, PAGET [ RIESEL P.C.

PETER LEHNER (CLS '84)

Recipient of the Public Interest Law
Foundation at Columbia Law School's
Public Interest Achievement Award

For his many contributions to
environmental protection throughout
his career
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Congmtu[ations to Peter Lehner
From your Friends and Coffeagues
at the New York Attorney General

1999 - 2006
Your Vision and Lea(fersﬁi}o Continue

To ﬂnspire Us
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IS PROUD TO SUPPORT THE

N
AND JOINS IN HONORING

ECECUTVE QRECODN OF THE WAPIRAL RESORNCES DEFENSE [EUNDL,
RECPAENTOF TRE ANWANL PUSLIC ISTEREST ACHEVEVENT MMED

WACHTELL, LIPTON, ROSEN & KAaTZ

proudly supports the

Columbia Public Interest

Law Foundation

and the
25th Annual Public Interest
Law Foundation Dinner

20N, Fimen & <otz
Weat 237 Street
N W, WY 10019
12-400-1000
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Peter,

our ﬁeartfe(t appreciation goes out to you for
a ﬁ’fetime oftire[ess effort to safeguard the

natural world,

Philip, Catherine,
Clate & Justin Korsant

We are proud to support the

25th Annual Public Interest Law
Foundation Dinner

for its commitment to legal education and public servi

We congratulate this year’s
Public Interest Achievement honoree

Peter Lehner

Executive Director of the
Natural Resources Defense Council

www.proskauer.com PI’OS ka Uer>>

Beijing | Boca Raton | Boston | Chicago | Hong Kong | London | Los Angeles | New Orleans | New York
Newark | Paris | Sao Paulo | Washington, D.C.

Proskauer Rose LLP | Eleven Times Square, New York, NY 10086-8299 | 212.969.3000 | Attorney Advertising



Simpson

Thacher Debevoise
Plimpton
We
Proudly
Support
Columbia PILF’s

Annual Dinner We are pleased to

Honoring support the
Peter Lehner Columbia Public Interest
Executive Director Law Foundation

of the Natural Resources

Defense Council . .
and we join in honoring

Peter Lehner

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP

NEW YORK BELIING HONG KONG HOUSTON LONDON LOS ANGELES
PALOALTO SAO PAULO SEOUL TOKYO WASHINGTON, D.C.

www.debevoise.com

ARNOLD &

PORTER LLP

Making a Difference

WilmerHale is proud to
support the Public Interest Law
Foundation’s Annual Dinner.

Arnold & Porter LLP
WILMERHALE' [} is pleased to support

I -
wilmerhale.com PILF's Annual Dinner

© 2014 Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr Lp
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O’Melveny & Myers LLP

is proud to sponsor

Columbia Law School’s

25t Annual
Public Interest Law Dinner

honoring
Peter Lehner,
Executive Director of the Natural Resources Defense Council

@

O’MELVENY & MYERS LLP

www.omm.com

WE THANK THE

Columbia Public Interest
Law Foundation

FOR ITS DEDICATION TO ENGAGING LAW STUDENTS
TO BE ACTIVE IN THEIR COMMUNITIES
THROUGH PRO BONO WORK

SIDLEY IS PROUD TO SUPPORT
THE 25TH ANNUAL PILF DINNER AND CONGRATULATES HONOREE

Peter Lehner
Executive Director of the Natural Resources Defense Council

THE SIDLEY AUSTIN
SIDLEY’ FOUNDATION

The Sidley Austin Foundation is funded solely by Sidley Austin LLP, an international law firm, to further the firm’s commitment to the community and to public service.




Orrick is proud to support the

25th Annual Public Interest
Law Foundation Dinner

at Columbia Law School.

We hope you have a great evening
for a great cause.

O

ORRICK
CARES

WWW.ORRICK.COM

Paul |Weiss

is proud to support

Columbia Law School’s
Public Interest Law Foundation
2014

NEW YORK | BEIJING | HONG KONG | LONDON | TOKYO
TORONTO | WASHINGTON, DC | WILMINGTON



COMMUNITY GRANTS RECIPIENTS

2014

Children’s Law Center New York
Centro de los Derechos del Migrante
Chicago Law and Education Foundation
Lawyers Against Abuse (South Africa)

2013

American Friends Service Committee
Appalachian Citizens’ Law Center
Center for Children’s Advocacy

New York Legal Assistance Group

2012

Alzheimer’s Association, NYC Chapter

Centro de Los Derechos del Migrante

Columbia Law School, Student Caravans

Community Legal Services of Philadelphia

Louisiana Coalition for Alternatives to the Death Penalty

2011

Agudath Israel of America Community Services
Initiative for Medicines, Access and Knowledge (I-MAK)
Korean American Community Setrvices

Lutheran Social Services of New York

Wisconsin Judicare, Inc.

Youth Represent

2010

Centro de Los Derechos del Migrante

Initiative for Medicines, Access, and Knowledge
Make the Road New York

South Texas Civil Rights Project

Women Against Abuse

2009

Center for Appellate Litigation
Learning Rights Law Center

The Legal Aid Society of Tennessee
National Immigrant Justice Center
YKASEC



2008

Shelter Legal Services $
Grace Texas $
Louisiana Justice System $10,000
Post-Katrina Immigrant Legal Needs Survey $
Brooklyn Legal Services Corporation $

2007
Colorado Legal Services $
Florida Institutional Legal Setvices $
Girls Educational and Mentoring Services (GEMS) $15,000
Neighborhood Economic Development Advocacy Project $

$

Voter Enfranchisement Project 15,000
2006

The Door’s Legal Services Center, Know Your Rights Program for $2,000
Unaccompanied Adolescent Immigrants

Heartland Alliance’s Midwest Immigrant Rights Center, $5,565

Immigration Law Online

Idaho Legal Aid Services, Idaho Farm Labor Contractor

Law Enforcement Project $
Lenox Hill Neighborhood House, Workers Rights Project $
Make The Road By Walking, Initiative To Combat Wage Theft $7,800
Maryland Disability Law Center, Righting Wrongs $
New York Lawyers for the Public Interest, Civilian Oversight Policing $
Project

2005
Appalachian Citizens’ Law Center

$
City Bar Fund, Project FAIR $15,000
Legal Services for the Elderly $12,000
Queens Legal Services Corporation $12,000
Unemployment Action Center $1,145
2004
The Bronx Defenders, Parent Liaison Institute $10,000
The Legal Aid Society, Kathryn A. McDonald Education Advocacy Project $10,000
Legal Aid Society Employment Law Center, Anti-discrimination $15,000
Advocacy and Analysis Project
Louisiana Crisis Assistance Center, Black Strikes $5,000
Unemployment Action Center, Website Expansion and $1,332

Case Database Project



2003

Asylum Hill Problem Solving Revitalization Ass’n v.

Conn. Housing Finance Authority, Connecticut Civil Liberties Union
East Harlem Troubled Families Advocacy, LSNY — Manhattan

A Fighting Chance

Incarcerated Survivors of Domestic Violence

Urban Justice Center (Street Vendors)

2002

Make the Road by Walking, Education Justice and Public School
Accountability Project

The Fair Ttial Initiative

The Sugar Law Center for Economic and Social Justice

The Urban Justice Center’s Sex Workers Project

2001

Northern Manhattan Improvement Corporation
Hispanic American Council

Housing Discrimination Project

2000

Center for Lesbian and Gay Civil Rights

Legal Assistance of the Finger Lakes

Urban Justice Center

Women Empowered Against Violence (WEAVE)

1999

Mississippi Post-Conviction Counsel Project,
Louisiana Crisis Assistance Center
Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem
Welfare Law Center, Project Fair Play

1998

CalWORKS & Disability Project of Legal Aid Society of

San Mateo County

Immigrant Rights Project of Prisoners’ Legal Services of New York

1997

PROMISE (Project to Mobilize Immigrant Students for Education)
Single Room Occupancy Tenants United of the West Side SRO Law
Project

$5,000

$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000

$10,000

$5,000
$9,000
$7,000

$14,000
$7,500
$7,500

$10,000
$8,000
$12,000
$7,500

$10,000

$10,500
$12,000

$15,000
$15,000

$15,000
$12,200



1996

Jailhouse Lawyers’ Manual Spanish Translation
Legal Voice

Project PODER

Unemployment Action Center Self Help Manual

1995

African American Community Resource Center, Immigration Project

Farmworkers Legal Services, Latino Civil Rights Project

Lesbian and Gay Youth Project, Legal Action Center for the Homeless

1994

Refugee Assistance Council

Tides Foundation, Title IX Project
Workers Advocacy Project

The Workplace Project

1993
The Homeless Youth Advocacy Project
Lower East Side Local Enforcement Unite

1992
Clemency for Battered Women in California Prisons
Unemployment Action Center

1991
Hermanas Unidas Latina Battered Women’s Project
JASA/Queens Legal Services for the Eldetly, Elderlaw Hotline

1990
Homeless/HIV Positive Rights Project
Migrant Farmworkers Project of Georgia Legal Services

1989
Civil Liberties Union of Alabama, Children’s Rights Project
Team Defense Project, Inc., Georgia Advocacy Project

1988
National Clearinghouse for the Defense of Battered Women
Virginia Coalition on Jails and Prisons

2,100
15,000
10,000
1,100

& B B H

$16,750
$2,000
$8,000

$3,150
$13,500
$5,000
$10,000
$18,000
$5,000

$6,000
$2,000

$8,000
$5,000

$5,000
$5,000

$5,000
$5,000

$3,000
$7,000



1987
Teamsters for a Democratic Union

1986

Legal Action Center for the Homeless

Proyecto Libertad

Southern Prisoners Defense Committee, Death Penalty Defense Project

1985

Aid to Incarcerated Mothers

Northern Manhattan Improvement Project

Pro Se Divorce Clinic, MFY Legal Services of Manhattan

1984

Camden Legal Services, Farmworker Health Project

Legal Outreach, Education in the Community Program

Legal Services for the Elderly, Medicare Advocate’s Manual

Southern Prisoners’ Defense Committee, Death Penalty Defense Project

1983

COLA National Conference for Black Lawyers
Manhattan Valley Housing Clinic

Proyecto Libertad

1982

Coalition for the Homeless, Mental Health Law Project
Community Action for Legal Services, Food Law Project
LAMBDA Legal Defense and Education Fund
Metropolitan Milwaukee Fair Housing Council

1981

Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund,
Immigration & Alien’s Rights Project

Brown Lung Legal Center

Lawyer’s Committee for International Human Rights,
Political Asylum Project

Tenant’s Action Group

$5,000

$2,500
$8,100
$7,400

$3,500
$8,000
$5,500

6,500
1,000
7,000
3,500

& H B

$4,000
$7,000
$2,000

2,500
5,000
5,000
1,000

& H A B

$8,000

$3,000
$1,000

$5,000



BID FOR JUSTICE

Don’t miss the
23rd Annual PILLF Auction

Spring 2015

Auction items have ranged from fun outings
with illustrious law school professors to a
weekend get-away at a vacation home

For information on donating items, event
tickets or services to the auction, contact:

Thomas P Koester (tpk2106(@columbia.edu)

or

Linda Moon (Im3007@columbia.edu)



