Grants for Public Service Organizations Available from Columbia Law School’s Public Interest Law Foundation
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Columbia Law School’s Public Interest Law Foundation is excited to announce the launch of its 2017 – 2018 grant cycle. Known colloquially as PILF, the student-led nonprofit supports public service organizations and fosters public interest opportunities for students.

Since 1980, PILF has given more than $1 million in grants to public interest organizations that provide legal services to communities in need. Typically, three to five grants ranging from $1,000 to $15,000 are awarded each year. 

PILF particularly seeks innovative projects with potential for broad and wide-ranging impacts and that can leverage additional resources. Organizations that provide opportunities for pro bono experiences or internships for law students are especially encouraged to apply, although this is not a prerequisite. 

Past projects have ranged widely in scope, legal focus area, and location. Some recent PILF grantees include: 

· Workers Defense Project is Texas-based organization that works to protect the rights of low-wage and undocumented construction workers in Texas. PILF supported the launching of a coordinated community organizing and legal campaign aimed at ensuring fair compensation and enforcing a more robust anti-theft wage statute. While the Texas statute was amended in 2011, many workers were unable to receive their just compensation. WDP provides direct assistance to wage theft victims, as well as partnering with the Texas police department and Mexican consulate to help police officers and workers enforce their rights. Learn more about WDP at http://www.workersdefense.org/.

· The Center for Children’s Advocacy is a legal non-profit in Connecticut that works to protect children in a variety of vulnerable situations. PILF supported the Their Seeking Safety Expansion Project, which serves abandoned or abused youth who are undocumented and without parents or guardians. The project provides legal representation for youths to file Special Immigrant Juvenile Status (“SIJS”) claims as well as recruiting and training volunteer attorneys to represent the youth in state courts for SIJS-related matters. Learn more about CCA at http://www.kidscounsel.org/. 

· Atlas: DIY is a New York City-based organization that provides a platform for immigrant youth to access education, legal services, learning opportunities, and leadership development. PILF supported the High School Immigration Education Project (“HSIEP”) which works to empower New York City immigrant youth through education of their legal rights and pathways to status. Specifically, HSIEP provides Know Your Rights workshops at partner schools, develops social media strategies to reach undocumented high school students around the country, and hosts educational events for school staff to train them on how to support immigrant students.  Learn more about Atlas:DIY at http://www.atlasdiy.org/.

The deadline for applications is March 7, 2017. Instructions, application materials, and FAQs can be found on PILF’s website at columbia.edu/cu/pilf/communitygrants.html. For additional information contact Hannah Weichbrodt, VP of Community Grants, at pilf.grants@gmail.com. 

For additional information about the Columbia Law School Public Interest Law Foundation, visit columbia.edu/cu/pilf or contact Torie Recalde, President, at vlr2111@columbia.edu . 
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