On Friday, March 12, 2010, the Association for the Accreditation of Human Research Protection Programs (AAHRPP) awarded full accreditation status to Columbia’s Human Research Protection Program (HRPP).  This is a shared achievement in which each individual who has a part in Columbia’s human research program may take pride.
AAHRPP accredits high-quality human research protection programs in order to promote excellent, ethically sound research. Through partnerships with research organizations, researchers, sponsors, and the public, AAHRPP encourages effective, efficient, and innovative systems of protection for human research participants.  Their vision is to ensure, through accredited research programs worldwide, that all human research participants are respected and are protected from unnecessary harm.
This is wonderful news for the institution, and for all who have been involved in the long accreditation process.  It reflects the commitment of each individual, office, and department which has responsibility for the protection of the human subjects who are involved in research that is conducted or supported by Columbia.  Increasingly, sponsors will consider accreditation as a criterion in selecting study sites.  

Link to AAHRPP Press Release: http://www.aahrpp.org/www.aspx?PageID=340
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